‘becrets 1nside
the beltline

BY BOB GEARY

at's so “hest of”" about New Bern Avenue, you ask? Isn't it kind of, uh, neglect-
ed? Yes, it is, which makes it a candidate for best potential, given its location
close to the center of Raleigh, the fact that a downtown houlevard still has

vatant 1ots, if you can imagine that, and its position as the connector between the down-

town and the burgeoning land of the 64 Bypass/I-540 extension known as Knightdale.

But it’s not just its potential we’re talking
about. Think of New Bern Avenue as the gate-
way to what’s best in Raleigh. It takes you to
Enloe High School, one block north, which is
the best public high school in North Carolina
and the flagship of Wake County’s proud pro-
gram of magnet schools. The smooth integra-.
tion of Raleigh’s and Wake’s schools in the *70s,
and the fact that all of the combined system’s

schools remain integrated today in the face of

persistent residential segregation, is a best-of
thing every- year.

One of the best-kept secrets in Raleigh,
though, is the quiet neighborhood that was
among its first to be integrated, some 40 years
ago, and that remains its most.racially and eco-
nomically diverse today.

Longview Gardens was developed in the
1940s and ’50s on the 800-acre farm then
owned by Clarence Poe, founder-editor of the
Progressive Farmer magazine. Poe pitched it as
Raleigh’s “best-planned suburb” and “most
beautiful subdivision,” and initially it attracted
such socialites as the Aycocks, the Bensons and
the Eures, as in Secret'ary of State Thad Eure.
But an enclave intended by Poe for upscale
whites (or, more specifically, upscale white
Christians) never really worked in East Raleigh,
traditionally the “black” side of town. And
when whites-only covenants were declared ille-
gal, it opened the door to a very different
Longview—a neighborhood of graceful hills
and ponds, big houses and small, on generous
lots of at least half an acre each and usually
more, that is by far the most affordable neigh-
borhood in town.

Longview is home to Enloe, and to the
Raleigh Country Club, a Donald Ross-designed
golf course (yes, THE Donald Ross of Pinehurst
fame). It counts WakeMed and the Wake County
Department of Social Services, both of which are
considered good things in Raleigh, as its neigh-
bors. There’s a Longview Lake, and the gracious
Lengview House—the Poe’s homeplace—which
is available for your social functions.

There’s even a roundabout on North King
Charles Road—a “traffic-calming” method so
old it’s brand new in most of Raleigh.

And how do you get to this undiscovered
jewel? You take New Bern Avenue, and you turn
right or left, because New Bern bisects
Longview. See why it’s on our “best” list?

Allen Wilson, a software designer who’s co-
chair of the newly revived neighborhood asso-
ciation, didn’t know a thing about Longview

_Raleigh Country Club, off New Bern Road, is
aspiring to be one of the best golf courses in
the state. pHOTO BY LISSA GOTWALS

when he and his partrer were moving back to
Raleigh from Apex three years ago. Or, rather,
he thought he knew that there was nothing in
East Raleigh he wanted to look at.

So when they went looking for alot to build
on, he promptly crossed the one on New Bern
Avenue off the listings and had to be talked into

coming from downtown,” he says. “I remember
saying to myself, Wow, I can’t believe there’s a
lot like this.one inside the Beltline.”

They grabbed it, they built, and today they
have a new home that’s a mile inside the -
Beltline arid backs up to Longview Lake. And
Wilson’s a huge Longview booster. :

“One of the most attractive things to us is
the sheer number of hardwood trees in
Longview. You go out in the back yard, you feel
like you're in the country. We have foxes and
deer. We even saw a wild turkey the other day,”

. he says. “Out the front door, it’s urban living.”

Another attraction is the diversity of the
neighborhood. It’s remained racially integrat-
ed-—a steady 60-40 split between whites and
blacks—over the years, according to Wilson.
And it’s increasingly a place of age diversity as
well. .

Indeéd, one of the reasons nobody knows
about Longview is that a lot of the original




crwners anre SUlL thore, And, feciuse Lonmaoe
itevier really canpht on s a neighborhood for

rich prople, properties v iU Appreciatec s

mnich thae falky were epnpioed 1o cash ouland
mave,

Ttk firrss b chanping thats accomding b eosi-
dembs there, @ QWEeDs afe ausat thé sunes Lme
Fatberalifs doawiinoremn core. picks up steao 4nd
cacher Younger awners are moving e
Lonaview, fixing up, addiog oaand grodually tak-
inig chnrge, se Lyoettd ot whe heads fhe Eail
Badriph CAC, the anea’s Clizens advisory ol

A neighharhoad sk force wrobe o smadl-
area plar anad 4 wWorkig on a conseTviuml
coveriay districl LS savs, and mant epescls 1o
tackle 0 courridaor plam te sprice up Méw Bern

AT

i i
i s
i e

o e

Allen Wilaan, cochair
ol The Longwiow
Gardans neighbarhgod
svdaclation, enjoys a
targe fod on Hew Bern
Avernue that backs up
16 Londvicw Lake.

Thie Histostc Longwiow
Pae Houco off Hew
Earn Avonue, belaw,

ke Immaclately
malntaimed and rented
out for parlies and
waddings

S pTO BY LoRkE [yl e s

Avenive, Al ase stapics of Raleigh city plavuiig
Tlheee's abhwings been a greal serss of oomnimn
ney In'thie area, which is woaderlal,” Pirt s,
s lorwe're tmoa pead brunsition perind
people are working wery hard, and some positive
shimgs ane slartig L aipen

Cine thing thats happening & that friends
wretelhing fricnds, Wilaon's got a briend
boughta lot on Albemarle Drlne—lus Frvorits
atieerin Longview, by the way—and iz about to
brzak prodmed ona oew lowse, "Tmea big adw
iy perple S mioee heres” Wilsin
save. "W have big houses, small houses, and s
lat af nice, ablder howses thatmesd some TLEL
There are jusl a Jol of eptiens here
different poopbe.” B

ANt

cate har :r"-

lerr a Al






