THE NEWS & UBSERVER

THursoay, Oct. 21, 1993

)

I odvive and énjoin thote who direct the paper
in the tamarrows rever to advocale any cause for persoral
profit or prefermment, I wonld wish if always i be "the tocsin®
and fo devole (el o the policies of equality dnd fusiice to the
underprivileged, Ifthe paper showld at any fime be the voice
: af self-inferest or become the spokesman of privilepe or selfishness
: e, i would Be gnsrue By iy Ristory.
T — Irom tbe wiil of Jabephss Danlely, E8%ci od Pobither IEM 1548

yward true integration

School busing issues often boil down fo choosing between racially
balanced or neighborhood schools. The choice is less stark in
eotiimunities committed td racial and ecanomic diversity.

o maintain fully integrated
schogls, the Wake County
Board of Education faces a
dilemima: It can build new
schinls in :'a|l:ui-:!1;-.-' growing suburbs
that are predominantly white, and
require minority students to endure
fong Bus rides. Or it can put schools
in more central locations and bus
large numbers of white youngsters
out of their neighborhoods.

It's a painful choice, one that
society's racial and economie divi-
sions foree school systems to make.
[t eventually should be possible,
however, to achieve maore racially
Balanced schools withoul makin
children spend precicus hours rid-
ing buses. The key is Lo focus on the
I't}l‘tt“:: that perpetuate so many
single-race neighborhoods

One of the fondest hopes hehind
school desegregation was that it
would help lead to blacks and
whites living amicably in the same
cmnmIUmt.[E};- As E Ll:arnﬁglut, p]mE-
ress has n deplorably slow.
'Teh_re are ]:ig?fw'ﬂﬁiivr{'}x_c;;:pm—né,
stch as Lopgview Gardens in Ra-
leigh, Buf Wake's fastest growing
agreas are mainly white, and some
scheols there have only small mi-
nority enrellments.

Busing and magnel programs
have brought schoolchildren to-
gether and are worth continuing for
that reason, but there's been little
change in neighborhoods’ racial
makeup. A broader vision is called
for, one that encompasses housing
policy and development patterns

afid intludes not just the school
board but county commissioners,
municipal governing boards and
planning departments,

The problem isn'{ unigue to Wake
County. The Mecklenburg County
school board is grappling with a
similar izsue af lohg bus rides and
ineguities that put the burden of
erosstown busing on black stu.
dents. School systems around the
eountry are lookiog for alterna-
tives, and as The Charlotte Obsery-
er has reported, many realize that
the answer is to address segregated
neighborhoods directly.

Some places have tried incen
tives, promising neighboerhood
schools to communities that inte-
grate themselves — usually by
offering a variety of housing stvles
and prices. Developers are given
inducements to mix moderate and
lowe-cost  housing with oxpensive
homes. Meighborhood associations
recrisit minority residents by work-
ing with developers and real estate
agents and seeking grants for hous-
ing projects. One ¢ity, Nashville, 13
considering building neighborhood
schools in areas thal accept scat-
tered-site public housing,

Not all of these approaches have
been successfull But at least they
recognize thab fo have true rdcial
desegregation, there must be eco-
nomie desegregation as well. The
gozl is to reach the point where
neighborhood schoeols are integrat-
ed sehaols — and it will take more
than a bus ride to get there.





