Wake schools make grade

Forbes magazine ranks

the system third on its

‘best education in the
biggest cities’ list.
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Wake County public schools
have another reason to cheer.

The school system ranked third
in the nation on Forbes maga-
zine’s recently released Top 10
list for “the best education in the
biggest cities.”

‘The business magazine looked
at the 100 largest school dis-
tricts in the nation and ranked
them based on three areas —
high school graduation rates, af-
fordability of housing in the dis-
trict and access to educational
resources such as libraries and
museums.

Wake finished behind Boston
and the school districts serving
Salt Lake City.

“It’s great news,” said Susan
Parry, Wake school board chair-
woman. “It’s a wonderful reflec-
tion of the strength of the school
system and the economic vitality
of Wake County.”

Parry said the ranking shows
the “payoff” of the county’s efforts
to keep schools throughout the
county strong. ‘Wake has drawn

th praise and criticism for poli-
cies designed to keep schools so-
cioeconomically diverse.

This isn’t the first time that
this region has made a national
ranking of places to live. Wake
school officials say such acco-
lades usually lead to a spike in en-
rollment in a district that has
109,000 students and picks up
more than 3,000 new kids a year.

Forbes’ rankings were met with

FORBES MAGAZINE'S 'THE BEST
EDUCATION IN THE BIGGEST CITIES'

cry

1. Boston
2.Salt Lake City
3. Raleigh

4. Baltimore

5. New Orleans
6. Philadelphia
7. Atlanta

8. Austin

9. Charlotte
10. San Diego

To see the Forbes article, go to

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Boston School System

Granite and Jordan school districts
Wake County School System
Baltimore County Public Schools
Orleans Parish School Board
Philadelphia City Schools

Cobb County Schools

Austin Independent School District
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System
San Diego City Unified School District

www.forbes.com/2004/02/13/cx_bs_0213home.html.

some skepticism, though.
Jennifer Dounay, a policy ana-
lyst for the Education Commis-
sion of the States, a national clear-
inghouse on education issues,

noted that Forbes didn’t look at
test scores. That, she said, could
explain how New Orleans ranked
fifth even though legislation has
been introduced in the Louisiana

legislature to take over that
school district because of poor
test scores.

“If you take tests out com-
pletely from the picture, you're
going to get a slightly skewed re-
sult,” Dounay said.

Forbes notes in its article that
the school districts on its list
“may not deliver the same qual-
ity education a child receives in
asmaller school district in a sub-
urban area.”

But the magazine also notes
that “given the fact that they are
located in the most populous
metro areas and are responsible
for educating the highest num-
ber of students, they represent
the most attractive options for
families who live in large cities.”
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