ON CENTENNIAL CAMPUS,
FUTURE BEGINS TO BLOOM

Natalie Gndwin,__zq.; jaft, and Nikki Player, 21, Juniors at N.C. State University, work at a hand loom at the College of Textiles on Cntennial Campus,
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By Tim Sivmons “They know us in Beijing, China, but not in our own 20 YEARS
STAFF WRITER back yard,” he said. “But given what's happening. Themino
From its earliest days, Centennial Campus was called  here, that won't last.” fcernal dab
the future of N.C. State University — a “technopolis®  What's happening is startling growth on “r[mﬂ ate
where faculty mﬂﬂaﬁﬂrk shoulderto-shoulder with  the campus of 1,100 acresviﬂawli:; wl:arenlgutf:::: nial
private researchers and government agencies, Raleigh. Instead of explaining what t "
Most North Carolinians had no idea what that meant. mmﬁlm do with all that land, campus christened. To
Next week, Centennial Campus celebrates its 20th  leaders are being asked whether they in- mark its 20th
birthday. It is home to dozens of sophisticated re-  tend to develop it all anniversary,
search projects and numerous partnerships between More than 2,700 people work at Cen- I;;ET:EL;:EESU

faculty members and local companies. ! tennial, scattered among 21 buildings.
And most people in North Carolina — including Total investment is approaching $400
those who live just a mile away on NCSU's main  million. More than 2,000 stu-

holding an open-
house celebra-

campus — still have no clue what's happening there.  dents attend classes there tion Tuesday at
“T'm not really sure what they do,” said Ryan Sharp, — a number that's expected the new Partners
a junior who was eating lunch recently at NCSU's Tal-  to double next year when Il building from
ley Student Center, “You just don't hear about it much.”  the College of Engineering 115 to 215 pum,
This doesn't surprise David Winwood, director of =L f B Under constructior |  Desseri will be
nnial Campus. It does make him sigh a bit. SEE CAMPUS, PAGE 164 AR T served.

CENTENNIAL THROUGH THE YEARS: WHAT BEGAN AS A LOFTY DREAM HAS BECOME A SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP OF ACADEMICS, GOVERNME, BUSINESS. » 16A
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CENTENMIAL CAMPUS THROUGH THE YEARS

Born from years of discussion in the 19705, Centennial Campus began o take shape in 1984, when Demacratic Gov, Jim
Hunt set aside 385 acres to establish a new kind of unhversity center for N.C. State University, Today, the main Centennial
Campus covers 110G acres with more than 100 companies, government agencies, research centers and university

clazsrooms. Slow to develop at first, the campus has marked the past 20 years with these additions.

1985: Republican Gov. Jim Martin sets aside 485 additional acres,
creating the bulk of today's campus boundaries.

1988: The first permanent building, Resaarch |,

opens for academics.

1991: The
Cotlege of
Textiles
becomes
the first
coliege to
use the
CAMpUs &5
its home.
The first

F i -
. il i
Research |

corporate client, ABB, maves onto campus,

] . Eail
| B Under construction
. Asprved

1993 The
MNational
Weather
Service
becomes the
first
government
partner on
Campus,
locating in Research I,

1999; Centennial
Camipus uses a private
developer to help keep
up with demand.

2000: Centennial
Campus Middle Schoal
opens in a partnarship
with the Wake school
Fysiem,

CAMPUS
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brings undergraduates to the cam-
pus. Five building projects are un-
der construction, and five more
have been

“You've really got 5 thing
going there,” said

bus, Ohio. “The numbers, the
data, the anecdotes — it all sug
esls more success to come,
of universities would love

to have their own Centennial.™
But few would be willing to fol-
low the somewhat tortured path

&

s

omrpn: WL Brpie Urewgvsiy

miy still has 3 way to go,

are resolute about

& great asset.” said Kevin Gard, an
assistant professor of electrical
and computer engineering. “t
woudd allow s to offer larper sem-
inars for private industry, It would
give people a place to gather, a
reason to visit the campus.”

Their own rules

Those who emvisioned Centen-
nial — such as former Govs. Jim
Hunt and Jim Martin and former
Chancellors Bruce Poulton and
Larry Monteith — were never
looking to build a research island,

In many ways, Centennisl Cam-
pus wits a8 much concept as pro-
posal — 3 grand experiment

You'e really got a good thing going there. ... Plenty of

urtiversities would love to have their own Centennial

KAREN HOLEROOK
OHIC STATE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

shaped by politics, perception and

the econormy, The university could

not force people to be its partner,

It could not force athérs to pay for
dreams.

its
“Everybody loved the master
plan when we showed it to them,
but when we sat down with the
bankers, people just sort of Inoked
doweny at their feet and squirmed
a little,” said George Waorsley,
former vice chancellor of finance
2t NCSU., “So we decided to do it
ourselves by our own mles.”
The first rule was that every
building must have an academic
research interests of

had to mateh.

For three years, nothing hap-
ped. The frst two buldings —
belonging to the College of Engi-
neering and the College of Tex-
tiles — were entirely scademic.
It wasn't until 1991 that ARE
Power moved onto That
year, the National Weather Ser-
vice agreed to Jease space for a
forecast center,

By 1992, !-;f::ﬁlh ardered da
new master reflecting
slower pace of development.

Breakthroughs
For people such as Gilligan who

were close to the project,
seemed imminent after the

SUCCERS

Weather Service committed. Bt
it was eight vears before that suc-
cess was obvious to others,

_ In 1898, three tdldings went up
in quick succession — followed
by a dozen more in the next five
ggm.ﬁmmru‘ | was suddenly a

address.

announoed
in batches the past five vears,
The impressive run was under-
scored when the university de-
cided to use NCSU's College of
Veterinary Medicine as the an-
chor for a 214-acre Centennial
quickly incressed the college’s
share of federal grants and ce
mented its national standing,
"It hedps to be pood, and it helps

ke bk " T e 3.5 mes.

2005: Nosth
Shiore
Condominiurms
become the
first residential
units avallable
on camour

2006: A new
alumnl cent:m
ks planned
overlooking
Lake Ralegh,
1 A new
chancellor's
residence is
planned next
door.

Future

LM
) Fund raising
continuwes fior
a new goll
COurse,
evenbually
to be
compiemented
with a hotel,
conference
center and
AUMErous
academic and
research
B buildings.

WHO KNEW?

Things you probabéy didn't reafize:

L Hot-so-willing tenants: The year
befare the College of Textiles broke
ground o ifs new 331 million building
on Centennial Campus, the faculty voied
unanimausly against the mave.

2 Disciplines most people don't
understand, Take I; Sesearch in
advenced malenals at Centennial in-
chudes diamand féms for semiconduc-
fer elecironics, atamit iayer epitary and
“super fitsers” for bextiies.

3. From a distance: Candennisl Cam-
puts Middle Schoal is considered an im-
portant partner with the university, but
you can't get there fram here becausa
the main road runsing throogh campus
isrt done yet

4. Disciplines most people don't
onderstand, Take I Research in
advanced commurications technologies
at Cenfennéal includes computer chip
design, bicinfarmatics and digital sig-

nal neee e eknas



NLOLU SEmior Wi 18 A techmical

writer for a software mapping

company. “It's not so much like an
park anymore.”

Place to work, for now

Centennial, which was named
to help mark the school's 100th
anniversary, doesn't look much
like a college campus either.

Outside of business hours, the
buildings and sidewslks are eerily
quiet. Even during the day, the
place doesn't exactly bustle on
the outside.

Most employees zrrive in the
morming and are gone by late af
ternoon. A monorail was once dis-
cussed to link Centennial to
NCS[Ts traditional campus, bat
that is still little more than 3 wish,
The students, most of whom are

complex offers a place to live on
campus, it's & pricey option at
more than 5200000 a unit.

“This isn't a place vet where
people work, live and play,” Win-
wood said, “Mostly, they work.”

The abundance of red brick
buildings, while generally ap-
pealing, has left some people won-
dering whether this is the best
face that NCSU can offer.

During a recent review of 2 pro-
posed building known as the Bio-
manufacturing Training and Ed-
ucation Center, NCSU Trustee
Richard Robb suggested that uni-
versity leaders take 2 second look
at campus aesthetics.

“We start with a clear sheet of
paper — 1,000 acres that tells the
world who we are,” Robb =aid.
“T'm just asking that we pot drop
the ball”™

Trustee Wendell Murphy was
more blunt about the building.

“Can we make some changesr™
e asked. “It looks like a prison.”

As a vice chancellor who over-
sees research programs, g.‘mdw
ate studies, fund raising and
cruitment of new bosinesses, Inhn
Gilligan i=n't lkely to compare a
Centennial Campus building toa
prison. But he appreciates the
desire to make Centenndal feel
more warm and welcoming,

“We've got to find ways of mak-
ing it more of a home by offering
things such as sporting events, Ii-
braries and places to gather,” he
said, “We aren't there yet.”

School leaders hope a proposed
golf course will fill some of that
need, But a $16 million fund-rais-

‘PyroMan’ gets torched at the College of Textiles. The mannequin enables researchers to test

textiles against high heat indexes. PyroMan is indicative of the research conducted at Centennial.
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tennial Campus was both.”

NCSU leaders often can't con-
tain their enthosiasm about Cen-
tennial — so much so that they oc-
casionally feel obliged to remind
people that they have no inten-
tion of leaving the old campus be
hind. But with almast two-thirds
of Centenmial still left to develop,
it's clear their focus has shifted
there.

A 56,000-squarefoot alumni
center overlooking Lake Raleigh
is scheduled to open at Centennial
this year. A new &3 million home
for NCSUs chancellor — paid for
with private money — is planned
for next door. More condos are
planned for 2006.

For people such as Gard, the
electrical and computer engi-
neunng pmfe&r.nr the explana-

5, BDI'NI'I‘I! apprentices: Abaut
300 studants hold internships with cor-
porate partners.

6. Only just begam: Centennials
building is just getting started. Once
finishead, the camgus could host as marry
25 12,500 corporate and government
employees, a similar number of faculty,
siaff and students, 7.000 residents and
500 middle school students

7. Disciplines most people don’t
understand, Take Il: Reszarch in
biotechnology at Centennial includes
RAA structure analysis, genomic science
and recombinant DXA technigues.

STAFF WRITER Till SalMONS

CENTENNIAL WANNABES

Dther pubse universities in North Car-
olina have Centennial Campus-fike re-

"Il:'ﬁfhebe-s‘tu! both worlds,” he
said. “If people don't have an im-
pression of Centennial hefore they
arrive, they certainly do when
they leave,”

Stat! writer Tim Simmons
can be reached at 829-4535
or tsimmons@#newsobserver.com.

A student crosses the brick-coverad entrance of the Engineering Graduate Research Center on Centennlal Campus.

search campuses under development:

DRC-CHAPEL HILL - & masier (ian
has been completed for Carcding North,
3 research park planned north of the
miain UNC-CH campus. A nearly 1,000-
acre fract was bequeathed to the ani-
versity years ago by philosophy pro-
fessor Horace Willkams. The university
plans & mix of tabs, offices, homes and
stores on the property. But develop-
mient has been sizlied by the status of
Horace Wilkiames Rirport. an airstrip.on
the kand. and zoning negotiations with
the town of Chaped Hill.

UNC-CHARLOTTE - In 2000, the
university established the Charlotte
Research Institute, planned for 100
acres carved out of the main campus.
Construction isunder way on several
buildings, which will include class-
roams and lab space for business part-
ners. The institute will focus on four
main areas - precision manufachur-
ing. optoelectronics, e-business tech-
nology and boinfarmatics.

UMC-GREEWSBORD AMD M.C. AST
STATE UNIVERSITY = The two unt-
versities In Greenshoro will creale a
joint “miflennial” campus on the site of
the former Central N.C. School for the
Deat. The campus, called the Greensborn
Center for iInnovative Developmant, will
beton two sites with combéned space of
50 acres. One site will target the needs
of school systems, indostry, heatth care
and social agencies in the Triad. The
otherwill be & science reseanch park
The land was given io the campuses
by the state in 2003,

WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
= The campus in Culiowhes recently ac-
fquired 334 acres of property across the
“highway from ks main camps for a Mil-
fennial Inflative, a regional economic de-
velopment prosect. The acquisition more
than doubles the campus” slze
STAFF WRITER JANE STAMCILL
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