IT’'S YOUR CHANCE
SHAPE DIX'S FUTURE
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Public hearings to weigh best use of 300-acre state hospital site near downtown Raleigh |

DIX

A NEW DIRECTION

HERE'S HOW TO GET
INVOLVED IN THE PLANS

The key players in the decision, from the
General Assembly fo the Wake Botanical
Garden Society, are explained. =164

SIX DECISIONS
THAT SHAPED RALEIGH

Judgments about public property - Umstead
park, downtown squares, the fairgrownds and
»TTA

mare - shaped Raleigh's character,

By RicHARD STRADLING
STAFF WRITER

With the closing of Dorothea
The historic hill on which it sits,
overlooking downtown Raleigh,
faces a new future.

But what?

State officials want the public to
help determine what to do with
the 300-acre campus, a decision
that will hielp define the character
of North Carolina’s Capital City.

The first chance to share your
ideas and suggestions comes at a
public meeting from 6 pm. to 8
pom. Tuesday at the Raleigh Con-
vention and Conference Center
downtown.

The state and the city of Raleigh
chipped in a total of $230,000 to
hire a Charlotte planning firm
called ign to crafta plan
that takes into account the com-
munity’s desires. LandDesign will
Tun the meeting Tuesday as well as
additional public meetings in May
and July.

The plan, due by Sept. 1, will
ickentify possible uses for the prop-
erty, as well as buildings, streams
and other features that should re-
main untouched. LandDesign will
also ook at how changes at Dix
would affect
borhoods and the rest
west Raleigh.

LandDesign will likely recom-

south-

The Cathedral Knights practice at one of the soccer fields on
the Dix land. Hundreds of soccer players use them.

mend that the state preserve a
historic grove of trees on Dix Hill
ghove Rocky Branch, a creek
along Western Boulevard, said
Brad Davis, a partner in the firm.

Beyond that, Davis said, “The
only other given is, ‘Let's keep an

%mhastr&at&d the men-
tally ill at Dix since 1856. But the
woods and farm fields where pa-
tients once worked and conva-
lesced have mostly

as the state turned them into
roads, the State Farmers Market
and N.C. State University's Cen-

tennial Campus,

State officials must decide what
to do with what remains of the
Dix land after the paychiatric hos-
pital closes in 2007 and the state
opens a new one in Butner, The

covers 300 to 315 acres,

state officials don't know for

sure becanse it has never been
surveyed.

The Dix campus is far from a
blank canvas, Any plan must ac-
coumt for & cemetery s well as a for-
mer city kandfill covered with soc-

SEE DIX, PAGE 16A
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A NEW DIRECTION

DECISIONS THAT MADE A DIFFERENCE

Here are some other decisions affecting public property that helped shape the character of Raleigh.

A CAMPUS
DIVIDED

METHODIST HOME FOR CHILDREN

The closing of the Methodist
Home for Children arphanage
in the late 19705 made 63
acres off Glenwood and Wade
avenues north of downtown
Raleigh available for redevel-
opment, Amaong the ideas:a
shopping center, a new home
for the N.C. Museum of Nat-
ural Sciences and a city park
COETInG R an e
In the end, the orphanage
campus was divided and now
includes offices, condomini-
ums and the 21-acre Fred
Fletcher Park.

LOCATION,
LOCATION, LOCATION

JOEL LANE'S HOUSE, OF WHERE TO PLACE THE CITY OF RALEIGH

Although most towns started near trading routes, Raleigh
was created by politicians for politicians, In 1752, a state com-
mission spent the night at Joel Lane’s house, "Wakefield,” in
a section then known as Bloomsbury, The next day, caommis-
sion members voled to buy land from Lane as the site for the
state capital. That decision was the beginning of the town of
Raleigh, which to the total puzziement of some observers
was nowhere near a na-.-iqab!e waterway.

A A Y -.l_ LI

[HION, BURKE, CASWELL, NASH AND MOORE SOUARES

William Christmas, the state senator who drew up a ::nan for
Raleigh, lald out five small
parks: Union Square (site
of the Capitol), Burke

ﬁ PLACE TO LEARN | Square, Caswell Square,

Wash Square and Moore

N.C. STATE URIVERSITY Square. Burke later became
The N.C. College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts opened In 1889 on the west side the Executive Mansion;
of Raleigh, where faculty and students could step outside their classrooms into barns Caswell became a school
and fields. Today, N.C. State University occupies more than 2,000 acres in Raleigh, for the deaf and blind and is now used for government offices.
including Centennial Campus, established in the 1980s as a place where compa But preservationists saved Nash and Moore, fending off such
_nies, faculty and students could share research. threats as a 1950 plan to put parking in Moore Square.

AFORESTINTHECITY | FEEENNEEEE ey GO WEST

UMSTEAD PARK STATE FAIRGROUNDS, CARTER-FINLEY STADIUN,

State and federal agencies began buying worn-out N.C. NUSEUM OF ART, RBC CENTER

farmiand around Crabtree Creek during the De- Sports and cultural institutions found new homes on the state’s ex-
pression, and Civilian Conservation Corps and Works tensive land holdings In West Raleigh, The State Fair moved from
Progress Administration workers helped construct a near NMCSU's main campus to its current location in 1928, followed
park that opened in 1937, A state official stirred con- by the university's footbail stadium in 1966, The N.C. Museum of
troversy in 1990 by saying the state could sell off part Art left downtown Raleigh for Blue Ridge Road in 1983, and the RBC
of the park and make millions. William B. Umstead Center, a sports arena for NCSU and the Carolina Hurricanes,
State Park covers nearly 5,600 acres and lats Triangle opened next to the feotball stadium in 1999, The latest: Prairie Ridge,
residents enfoy a little wilderness close to home, the MN.C. Museumn of Natural Sciences’ new 38-acre outdoor edu-

FACHART STRADLING AND JANE RUFFIN cation center.
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DIX Dot

THE PLAYERS

THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY

Why It's Interested: With the siate chronically short of maney, Dix reqre-
sents & pobantlal source of income and an opporiunity bo make a kxsting km-
pact on the Capita City.

What it wants: Legitlators’ views vary. Some, including Sanate Majerity
Leader Toey Raced of Fayetteville, sy the state should sefl the property. Tri-
anle legistabors have tried to head oif 2 backroam deal by pushing the state
to involve the public and create (he Dosothea Dix Property Study Comméssion.
The commassion will receive the Dix master pian In the fall and make recom-

A NEW DIRECTION
POSSIBILITIES ABOUND FOR DIX PROPERTY

Soccer fiakds Fians to ciose Dorothea Dix Hospltal have triggered debate on whal to do
fieigh has 2 long-term b with the more than 300-acre campus overiooking downtown. Developers
\ease on aboot 60 aoEs and real estate brokers consider it a prime location for offices. homes and
whiere (£ Dperzted 3 kgl stores, Some state officials say it should continue to house state offices.
from the 13505 until the L And sorme neighbors and preservationists want it bto remain muech a5 1t is.
VT, Much of the fand with open grassy hillsides and free-iined drives.

now used bar soccer fiekds.

mendiafions to the full General Assembly in 2005, =
mm;:m mm@ mﬁ Rep. w!a'.,'m“ Mm% Dix Hill was agded to the Kational Register of Fistoric
S eparhy Places in 1950, The ragister doesn't protect buildings
Rep. Paul Stam, R-pex, TI-STB0; Rep Jannifer Wetss, D-Cary, T3-STBL o i S e e e o)
: that preserves the campos could quably for state

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAMN SERVICES and Tederal tax credity

Wiy 1t's interested: Fven without Dix Hospital the department has about mﬁ
1200 workers on campus, including Sectetary Carmen Hooker Odom and
okher top bewss. 1ts recomenendistion will camy alol of weight, because it now
controls the Dix property and needs olfice space for s workers.

What it wants: Kot only bo keep workers af Dix but also 1o bring a3 many Mﬁﬁlmﬂﬂ : Lowest point
&5 2,500 othess from other parts of Wake County, either in new busidings o Datients and prisco of property
rendvated ones. ;

How to contac: mwn.dhhs state nc s or (319) TE4534, e T

.
GOV. MIKE EASLEY
Wity he's Interested: The governor has the finad say Hospital complei
on what happens to state property, He has said he wasls ity alop Dix HL
the state to gl rid of property i no longer needs.
'What he wantsz He has been mum about [i. & Spokes-
worman said he wants fo see what comes out of the plas- Radroad
ning process before taking & position. Open Field trachs =
Hew to contact: waw.governorstatenc us/ or (800) The stabe Degiariment of Heaith znd
6527952, (915) T33-4240 or [919) T33-581L ) Hhuman Services wants o buid new
werkers on this 55-acre fieid, not far
CITY OF RALEIGH from ire departments turrent

Wiy it's Imberested: Dix coversa large chunk of Land near the neart of the headquarters
city; whatever happens bo [t will resonate in surmounding neighbarboods and
the city beyond. ) i

What it wants: The Cify Council has nof sasd what it wants, i the state de- y ;.
cides 1o 52l 1he land, city cificials can use zoning and reguistions to shape THE BIGGER i : |
e i PICTURE - .

How to contact: wwwraleigh-nc.ong o (919) 890-3050 L o e ] It

Chariotte planning firm, A - 1
FRIENDS OF DOROTHEA DIX PARK wll ot only create 8 X | i‘

Why they're interested: This coalition represents 23 envinonmental, his- master plan for the Dix b g ¥ - —
torical and recreation groups that consider i an impartant cammunity as- :ﬂ"ﬂh:;:ul ”"’ﬁ?ﬁ the =1 ~ == | _
sel. Includes the: Boylan Heights Neighborhood Associstion, Capital Area :nI b - at‘ mu::mwlu - L I= i
Preservation I League of Women Wioters of North Caroling, Rakeigh Garden il . : i e Fark E
Sachty and Trizngle Land Conservancy. m;: ';gh':“m":” _ ANEE Plerrace | y T T

What they want: Ta see the Ot campus turned ino 2 park. neighborhofd S S _

How to contact: www frigncsoidix on F i a -mqm 4

WAKE COUNTY BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY hm_"-‘m:“ I 2iEs o

Wiy it's interested: This group of garden buffs has kong sought & large Reaiaentis 158 i .\"H—._ i
chumik of public land |a turn into & worid-class botanical garden. eeighborhoods berder : - B

What I§ wants: To put that ganden al e D b tha et O Ehée , £y |

How to contact: By e-mail, wakecountybotanicaigardensocketyiRatt net of ﬂmmﬂg ¥ P “._* 1] 2
call (915) TT2-676l and jeawe a message for Willie [ Pillington. um.mmwumrs L . \ \ N8 § ;

Cesiennial Campus. b ; it L
ASSAD MEYMANDI r
Whry he's Imterested: Meymandi, & peychialrist and § |
philanthropiet, lived a1 Dix 25 during his residency. ks :
_mhmﬂhmrtqm@napmmmm i i wﬂm -
:cﬁhnag-m to put up 1 million boward making Dix 1 ;,-m. . planned, under wiy of mw_mmm
armens downbom, incloding a comvention
Wow ' comtack: 7545020 wariet o % compies, the apesing of Fayeltevile Strest and
'..‘ '-'-%I the Progress Enengy office bowet.
MHAMI OF WANE COUNTY e = o 1 tham"wm

Why it's Isterested: NAMI, an affifiste of the Nationa! Alliance for the L3 — T | W 0 2nd rall stations planned by the Trigngle
Messrtaliy Iil, was one of several mental health sdvocacy growps (hat wanted e D i T Tty B Commininn 553wl sl / -%—iﬁ Tramsil Authority at M.C-State Uinhrersity and
b see Dix ramain open to terve the mental heatth néeds of the Triangle. UTECA] DAEMMAN, FTATT T baws I Coomrvar A h downiowe,

‘What it wants: For the properly to benefil the mentaliy I, as 2 place for




b

a new clinic. housing or a community center, or as a source of incame for men-
tal health programs.
How to contact: www.nami-wake.org

DIX

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
cer fields and a of
M.C. 5!'.!1'! UH!'H‘EIISIT‘I". ‘A Norfoll E““g " ?'Dm:m"%
Why it's interested: The university is Din's largest neighbor. Gov. Jim Hunt I:u:lel cuts the property Y
gave the university nearly 1.000 acres of Dix property to establish the Cen- half: dozens of hospital :
tennial Campaus starting in the 1980s, including the fortresslike patients'
What it wants: The state once planned to give even more Dix land o NCSL, building, dot the hill
but the university has no plans to ask for it, said Centennial Campus Director Still, the Dix campus has long
David Winwood. been prime real estate.
How to contact: www.cenlennial nesu.edu It lies between Interstate 40 and
downtown Raleigh and offers a
rare view of the city skyline. Many
DEVELOPERS people already have ideas about
Why they‘re interested: The property consists of more than 300 acres, what to do with the property.
and is close to Interstate 40 and N.C. State University with views of downtown, Developers have said the cam-
What they want: No one has come forward with a specific development plan, pus would be m;]ts for ggﬁudu-
But any developer would likely want a clear sans2 of direction and suppart from _apartments or offices,
] i i i Some tors, in Sen-
the city and the state before proposing to build st Dix. S Msuﬁ d’iﬁ:‘g}hﬂd
of Fayetteville, think the state
LANDDESIGN should cash in by selling it for
Why it's interested: The state hired the Charlotie-based Land planning firm development.
to draft a master plan for the Dix property, in part because of its experience Mental health advocates hope
helping to design NCSU's Centennial Campus next door. the property can continue to ben-
What it wants: Lots of public participation in the planning process to efit the mentally ill, either as a
lend legitimacy to its recommendations to the state. site for housing or a community

How to contact: www.landdesign.com or (704) 333-0325.

PULLEN PARK TERRACE RESIDENTS
Why they're interested: Dix is the largest neighbior of this tiny neighborhood,
which consists of a six-unit apartment building and 27 homes and duplexes.
What they want: To maintain as much of its quiet and isolation as possible.
How to comtact: Aly Khalifa, T55-T133 or Wil Hooker, 832-0226.
RICHARD STRADLING

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Tuesday: Public hearing, & p.m. to B p.m., Raleigh Convention and Confer-
ence Center, 500 Fayetteville Straet Mall,
May 17 and 18: Design workshop, time and location to be determined.

July 19: Draft redevelopment plan presentation, time and location to be
determined,

OMLINE
(0 fo newsobserver.com and wse key word: dix. Comments may appear in print
and will be forwarded to LandDesign.
PLANNING FIRM
Phone: (704) 333-0325 E-mail: Brad Davis at bdavis@ianddesign.com
Mail:  LandDesign; P0. Box 36955; Charlotte, NL. 28236

center, If the property is sold, they
say, the money should go for men-
tal health programs.

DIX HISTORY
1848: Dorothea l\lnde [qu. a mﬂ refnrmerand fom!er Learher from Hmar

ate 2n institution o freat the mentally L.
1850: Commissioners of the “Insans Hospital of North Carolina” sefect a site

on a hill putside Raleigh and buy 182 acres for $1544 63,
1856: The first patient is admitted suffering from “suicidal mania.” Within nine

manths, 90 patients are admitted.

EARLY 1900s: A colony for people with epilepsy opens on 1155 adiacent acres.
195%: Hospital renamed for Dorothea Dic
1973: Hospital has 2,354 acres, including three lakes, 282 buikdings and 1300

acres of farmiand,

1980S: In several steps, state transfers nearly L000 acres of Dix property to ML

State University’s Centennial Campus.

2002: State officials decide to close Dix in 2007 and replace it with a new, smaller

hospital in Butner.

Several recreation and neigh-
borhood groups have banded to-
gﬂrﬁFm:huffDmtﬂmDu

to campaign for preservin
Eiegtmyslnpesmdmkahades

Despite all the big ideas, the
state could decide to keep Dix as
an office park.

The state Department of Health
and Human Services already has
admd: lﬂnmi:ﬂsﬂnmm:sm

tion to oyees.
Dtparmwnt ouglmh have pro-
posed bringing as many as 2,500
additional workers to campus
from rented offices throughout
Wake County, either in new of
fices and labs or in renovated hos-
pital bufldings.
The Dix campus is 50 hig and so

ﬁmﬂm it probably wnu't be
ﬁmmfm“nﬂ”w

existing huﬂd:’ngn as k.engm the
land around them can be used for
apark.

“Our main purpose is to pre-
vent the state from selling the
it O o i
neighborhood and the group's

president.
The future of Dix ultimately

But Wake County legislators,
who pushed the state to come up
with the plan, think state officials
wouldn't dare ignore the will of
the community. And now, they
say, is the time to be heard.

Staff writer Richard Stradiing
can be reached at 829-4739
or rstradli@newsobserver.com.
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

We're interested in your views on what should happen to the Dix property, We'll forward the responses to LandDesign and may publish some as well
How do you think the Dix property should be used after the hospital closes?

Mail to: Dix plan

/o Richard Stradiing
The News & Observer
PO, Box 91

Raleigh, N.C. 27602
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or send e-mail to: ri:haid.straﬂlnq@mm.:m

Your name:
Address:

Phomne:
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