Country clubs
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; RAI.E!GH The trouble over the
Watson property ended with what
Was. wsermaltyan liﬂthour ha.nd- ;
i shake deal.

. The pmperty at New Bern Av-_
“enue and Peartree Lane'in east
Raleigh is covered in trees so tall

that passers-by have to lookhard

for the'Watson family’s decades-
old white colonial: Nearby are'a

ccl.lecuon ofiracially and'eco-

nomically diversé neighborhoods

“inan area somemnea referred: to

as King Charles, 3
~Since 2003, commynity mem‘

: ts'pe
they believe has-harmed other
communities. Then, the Watson-
property went up for sale. '/

In’2004; James' A. Bailey. Sr.
and his son Wayne Bajley bought "
the land. They ‘announced plans. -

‘for 'a commercial'strip-and’
‘townhouses that-would cost about *
$70,000. It was just the sort of
project’that some! residents.
thought would' transform King - -
Charles into'a troubled’ ‘commu-
mty ‘or/at least ruin its'appeal.

« ‘By this summer, some of King * !

‘Charles’ rwdenlswere a.nxrous,' ;

iif not angry. ;

‘On'Aug; 9, Wayne Bailey and
area restdents gathered ‘at-the
'Lion's' Park"community center,

In'the’ r_mddle ‘of 'what became a
contentious meeting, John Mc-

made Bailey an offer. Mc- |

Connell was;there because'he, /.
bought the nearby Raleigh Coun: *
try Club in‘late 2003. . !

. “Let'me ask you'a quest:on,
McConnell said to Bailey. “How
much'did you pa)hfur the Watson
site"' A :
" Bailey' and hls father paid A%,
$675,000.

““T'll give you $700,000 nght
now, if you'll' walk away,” Mc-
Connell said. "You can get out
now, ‘wash’ your ha_nds of this’
whole thing.""

Bailey looked shocked. For a
heartbeat, area residents who

went ready'to wage verbal war '

sat silent. | i
When'the meeting ‘ended,
McConne]l and Bailey cornrened
in'the parkmg lot. After.a little

Nl

..SEE CLUB, PAGE 43
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tofkdng and o handsbuske:, the deal
was esertially done, MeConaell
said, The actual sade was recorded
Ang, 31. MeConnedl paid the Dai-
levs ST00,000 for all 7.62 scres

of the Watson pro ;
" was just one of ek
tiomal decisions,” MoConned] said.
“The last thing I want fo see kap-
pen in that section of New Bern
Avenue s watch it s &
other Mind City [a Capital Boule-
"ﬁi&rﬂ]'— King Charles fn
ight now, Ki .
cludes enchaves of large lots and
siately brick houses. Others fes-
ture smaller yards and move mod-
sl lomes, A few apartment com-
phesees have cropped up in recent
AT AISD BOME SiH0-

VTS,
tions in the enrly stages of dilap-
dasion,

But King Charles Is inside the
|Ee[llm.lmm15nﬂmmﬁm
dlorwntowm. [t has the kod of m
imre trecs that don't come with 2

| house in 8 new subdivision. And

A plan to guide growth

in 2003, community leaders
WErE TETVOIE. feared that
the development patterns that
characterize sections of the city
— unattractive alordalde hous-
ing e 0 ghet of sirip shopping
oenters — wonld fonsume the
green section of New Bern Aw
enue closest to their homes. With
the hedp of city stafl, residents
drafted a set of poidelines that
make some of cevelopment
unlikely, said Maithew Leary,
who lesds & task force that
wiorked on the plas,

Thie Kingt Charles plon includes
streets lined by about 1,700
homes, city documents show.
Wihesi combined with zonog thal

wes the plnn beeth, King Charies

ofne of about 14 Raleigh
communities insbde g neighbor-
kepd eonservation overlay dis-
trict, The King Chatles district
il for homes on iz no smaller
tham , 77 acres @ the sosthermn sec-
ton and no smafler than 29 |n
e reaz,

Aboit U Hme King Charles
rezidents begnn colleciing si
tures to regquire those larger
the Baileys boughi the Watson

oLy it g
Resmeouriond slasedt 4 Sz Wit
oy property wanted to sell to the
Balesrs, But most of King Chirles'

iF YOU GO

WHAT: st CHitrears Adinsay Councll meating Cammhal| Javedapment Inc will
presen| (E5 pians: far commerci# development across tha sireet from ke Watsan
praperly, an the el thwe s side of Peaiired Lane and New Berts fafie, Immedialay
afterward a Ling Charles nelghboriood plan task foroe mesding il canvess, Thi
nirighharihaced coreervation averlny distdct and the recentsy purchaced Wersen prog-

arly willl e s,
WHERN: T pm. foay

WHERE: Lion's Park coenmunify sender, Ralnigh

pro owners objected. Hon
signed i petition for zoaing
changes that woulld probhibit the
towmhouses called for m the Bak
ﬂ plan. Eihga'tuaﬁm carme with
speed | Fommng change
T
f.

The cotmudty’s swift petlon
foroed Wayne Dailey to tuke his
idees to the community, That's
hiow Bailey wound up shaldng Me-
Comnell’s hand.

1 think the genersl cormsensis
I the neighborhood == what hap-
pened was kind of & gond thing,”
Leary aaid, [ the Raledgh
Country Club] got skin in the

ﬁ;ﬂmﬁ%m Iu: this

cotmmumnity,”

MeConnell hasn't committed
any ploss for the lamd bo Jﬂ?ﬂ'
et He s consderiong aldog
e epensive townhousss or
ondos or ing the

coutritry
cluh, MeConnell has asked the
iask force to consdder removing

the Watson property from the
feighbor conservition over-
lay listriet.

Tonight, the community will
hawe the chasee b bearn more
aboirt MeConpell's request and &
secomd commercial development
propeosal,

Staft writer Janedl Ross
can b reached at B29-06540
or jross@neRsohservercom





