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Bloomsbury National Historic District *

Developed 1914 through mid-twertieth-century
o ot over Three minutes walk fom e cariine " bossted ads for BIOOmEbury

Bloormshury is ane of five eark -twentieth century neighborhoods that surround the Five Points
intersection of Glernwood Avenue, Fairview Road, and 'Whitaker Mill Road. Eloomsbury lies
norttwest of the intersection, north of Glenwood Avenue asit heads away from Five Points towards
Crahtree.

Early on, Bloomsbury attracted a mix of middle- and upper-middle-class families. The earliest houses
in Bloornshury display a transition frorm the Queen Anne style that had been popular since the 1880s
to a simplified Craftsman style that would dominate into the 1920s. The house at 1819 White Oak
Road is an exarmple, featuring the older- style two-story gable-front house with double-tier porch
cambined with the wide eaves and shingled siding typical of Craftsman style. As construction got inta
full swing in the 1920s, the bungalow house type dominated. Most Bloormsbury bungalows sport
simple Craftsman elements like deep hracketed eaves and sheltering front porches. There is great
variety amaong the bungalows, howeyer, and some are substantial versions with large half stories
under a gable roof and porte-cocheres extending to one side from the porch. Others houses feature
a simplified version the Colonial Rewwal style that was popular in the large houses of nearky Hayes
Barton. Where the Hayes Barton houses were commodious brickversions with Georgian fanlights
over imposing front doars, Bloomsbury's Colonial Revivals tended to be rmodest frarme two-story
houses or even bungalows with Colonial Revival entry porches.

Hisfary

When local developer James Pou Jr. platted the Bloomshury neighbarhood in 1914, he highlighted
Bloomsbury's connection to the street car: "Mo lot over three minutes walk from the car line," boasted
advertisernerts. In the late 19105 and even more so in the 1920s, middle- and upper-middle-class
residents hought houses on Bloomshury Circle, Alexander Road, White Oak Road, Fairview Road,
and Glenwood Avenue. Residents worked as life insurance agents, meat cutters, doctors, railroad
flagmen, and roofers. As early asthe 1920s, howey er, the automobile became more affordable and
Bloomshury residents and buyers used autos as well asthe streetear to get downtown from their
suburban houses. Detached garages proliferated and the strestcar was gone by the mid-1930s.

Hausing construction in Eloomsbury slowed to atrickle inthe 1930s, thanksto the Great Depression,
but much of the neighborhood had already been built out by then. Inthe several years following
World War Il, houses finally went up an the last ernpty stretches in the northeast corner of the
development. The modest dwellings built in Bloormsbury after World War |1 reflect the country's
ernergence from a shortage of materials and a desperate need for housing: these houses are simply
detailed versions of the elsharate period revivals of the 1920s.
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2012 Glenwood Ave
at The Circle

Raleigh, NC 27608

c.1925

4 bedrooms + Office.

3.5 baths.

Includes 2 MBR suites.
Screened porch.

2,968 sqft finished.

1,085 sf unfinished basement.
0.25 acre lot.

MLS#2053097.

Orange plastic temporary fencing
approximately marks the property line
and/or easement providing 2012 Glenwood
private driveway access off of The Circle.
Call for survey and copy of easement.

Bedroom
Biadroom 13.7x15
1172127
|

Secand Flaor

Approximate Dimensions

T

Master Bedroom

] Family Room
- 14.2%16.3
Laundry
x117 wic
L
Kitchen u
12x118

a5

Dining
14x13
Screen
Pornch
Foyer Family Room 18 % 10
152127 153218
Porch 8 x 43
First Floor

Storage
3M3Ix35

Unfinished Basement

* As a national - not local - historic district,
no special Raleigh Historic Development
Commission approval is required for
exterior changes. Go to RHDC.orqg for
additional district summaries, maps,
detailed house descriptions and City
Directory (CD) occupancy info. Here is the
CD listing for 2012 Glenwood: “1925 CD
J.T. Mallard, master mechanic, Norfolk &
Southern RR, Hon. Josephus Daniels, H.E.
and J.F. Davis; 1937 CD: J. Thomas
Mallard & Crowell P. Ritchie; 1947 CD: W.
Elmo Stanford.”
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