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P=rs 7: Physiczl Description

The Mgrgecsai Place BFistoric District is located just
nertheast of downtown RBaleigh. It is bordersed on the west and
oyt By the CSX raillrgad track, on the east by 0ld Wake Forsst
Rcad, on the sguth oy the locslly designated North Blount Stoset
Histecric District, and on southeast by the Cakwoed Historic
DCisztrict (NR}).

decai Place Historiec District includes aporoximately
fiz n blocks ¢of frame angd brick buildings, principally
sin family residencss, constructed between . 1316-1947,
The strict's buildings include the lazte-eightaenth and
ezrlv_ninecteenth century Mordsczi Hcuss, & few housass constzucted
e 1916 subdivision & & small peortion of the Mordecal
plantation; and thoss built afiter & msjor subdivision of the
plantsticen lands in 1822, There ars 181 contributing buildinecs
and c¢ne contributing cbject, &nd sixty one non-caontrikzuzing
builcdings and one non-contributineg coject. Saventv-five per
cent of rescources are contributing;, and twenty-five per cant
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izta-sighteenth and earl fiouss
operated a&s & house mussum, ané other small historic buildinecs,
including the Andrew Johnson Eirrthplzece (NR) and the loczlly
designatsed Badger-Iredell Law Office. Most of the buildings

in the park were moved from elsewhere in Raleich znd piedmont
WNorth Carclina, praserved here aznd used for variouz educationzl -

purDoses.
L

™me historic district contains 2 broad range of Rouss Tycoes
loczzss on small lots, This mix of tvpes incluéss bunczlows,
Fourssusres, I-heouses, Czze Cods, and varigus period revival
stvles popular in the ezrly twventieth century, including Georgizn
an€ Calenial Revival,; Tudor, Dutch Colonial Reviwal, Spanish
Mis=zicn, &nd Itzlizn Renzisssnce Revival., Thers ars zlso some
mocs nosi-Deprsssicon and War II-2rs housss with Minimzl
T-=&:-isnal slaments, Scome ¢f the lots contain smail C
£h izgates &7 The ==z, but thess sTrucTirss, Ccens ;]
v e Trom the streser; do not detrecT from the: cver
snmazzszer ef the hiszeoric Sist=lcx:

The Mocrfeczi nelchnDormood, wWitl its risa
tvzes aad forms 1s an excellent example of the
cevs_comenits that existes before medern subush
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devslopments, The tyoical house in the Mordeczi neighborhood
cccupies mors of its small lot than is usually foung in post-
World %War II suburban development, giving it & pedestrian-scalsd
environment, The district has a dense trse cover wita ics
igturasgue straets shaded by many large tress, with oaks
pradominating., The strsets are laid out in a hybrid-grid pactern
with the major arteries running in & northeszst ts scutiwest
axis,., Major defining elements include the rail-sad corridor
which runs along the northwest sdge of the district, and Wake
Farast Road (U.S. 1) ezst of thes neighborhood, Many of the
vards ars carefully landscapes with old, well-tended gardens.
The landscape; the tight development pattitszn, and the varied
houses combinse to crezts an ambience evocative of ths 1920s,
the distriet's major growth period.

The earlisst development in £he arsz was the Pilcoct MIll
and mill willzge erect=d betwesn LB®S and the early 12040s on
tiie tha western edae of the former Mordecal plantztzon.
The mill housine was z2ll razed in 1981. HNothing remains of
that community except for the former Pilot Schoel (#1) and the
c. 1917 Pilect Baptist Church (#2). The pre vicusly devalopsd
church lot propertv apuears on the 19272 subdivisicn map, iabeled
zs "churzsh." The church continues in cpc*atzcn today, Th
little altered cne-story brick scheel building, constoucts
in 1224, probazly was u:;llzeﬁ by students from the mill willascs
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as well as the new adjecining Mordecai neighbeornoocd,; Gawel 3

by Dan and Frank Allen in the 1920s. Today, it has been zdapted
for uzes a3 the Together Neighborhood Center, ssrving &8 & centar
for variocus EI:EI-SChOGl programs. Although thess survivors

of the mill v;_laga ara noct directly related to tae architecturszl
development of the adicining e#rlw twentﬂeuhf:e:t:ry
neighborhood; they =rs inked and histeoricelly connectec
to the district's develccoment.

The largest and grzndest of the district's hcuses are found
within one-block radius of the elegant plancstion Louss, on
Mcrdecz3i Streetf, and CLS Wazxe Forast Road (known zs Louwisbures
Read until the ezrly 1220s) con lots exampted frem the 1922 sales
contrsct. Large GegrcLan and and Celonizl Revival-sivle housss
wgr=z Depuilsr daszicn choic fers., The 800 blcock I 0iZf Waka
TorestT Reocad conts o litile slits-=f exanples of Brick
Gesrzizn Rsvivsl style & 24 ang ZIT). Eothocs 1DED
SZousesz, sat cn unususl lets, ars thcucat 2o Have bBsen
cesicnesd by a-caitact Salzer and bo splzy varizTions
=g} furss tyzicsl of 2. This inclu m2ir symmstzical
five-bay wids, &Scukle-z , craztzs gans ot Sooxrs
with sidelients end fz= classiczl col 7igs cSroicsEsn
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OrLNamMEenL=r WiLn Gentil course:s &na, Ok FLlD, ClLsE Sal-iss GUCIETS
with round arched heads.

Anotner handsome, intact Georgian Reviwval-stvle houss is
the Boushall House (#213) locarted nezrbv anc Zesigned in 18132
by Bose and Linthicam Architvects for banksr; Jonn Boushall,
This imposing brick houss, now in uss as a r'siie ce andé aantiguss
shop, is dominated by z monumental tﬂu-=_3 = rtics

A groun cf gooé examplas of :r;:< C,-; _____ Esvival-stvle
houses, all cecnstrucssed <. 1920, is found in the BOC blogk of
Mecrdeczi Drive (#s 122, 130, aad 131). acnh ie = substantial
two-storv bricx houss with six-over-siy windcows, Tha Landon
BE:ll Eous=a {leEJ iz parziculsrsly well gezzilzc with & mclded
woogG cornice with returns and main entrance with pedimented
canlea, :Lu:&ﬁ olumns and a pansaled main entzzncs with
and gsidelignts. It is used as a residencs and 2n int
shop, Robert Black Intaricrs.

Other brick Classical Revival houses inc LA, Jones
Ezcusa [#120) and thHe house =2t 1107 0ld Waxs & (2212,
The J.A. Jones House has & particularly crzcs pcrsh
with = lat-_ue work demi-lune, =a& an copen =i n, bcth
czrried by slender Doric columns. Although & somewhat
deteriorated;, #2122 retazins some suggesticon oI v Elegancs
rzoresented by the merble cherub fountain izm fronkt verd.

Frame Clzssical Revival houses ars also Zouné in tae
district, For example, the two-story houss: at 1716 Mordescai
Drive (#167) is ornamented by full-heignt pirlasizsres on the main
elevation, pedimented gable, zand demi-lunss over the six-over-six
windows,., The Pou-Massengill-Lundy Houss (#l21) is a dignifisd
two-story frame Georcian Revival houss on OlZ2 Waks Forsst Road.
It was c::E‘:l:v restorad in 1298 The r@storazien folicwed
yezrs o nedlsct and inesppropriats alisrzsicne. dnonc other
chancges, sluminum siding was removed ané the original wice
glappoards, repaired and painted. The results ¢f 1tz inTsrior
restcration was egqually dramatic with, no many other changes,
the erzginal pocket ccors taksan cut ECorzce £nd raplzaced
iz thelr griginal perzlor ené llvine CEtighE,

In the district thers ars save InTECT axETplzs
cf the Dutch Cecloniazl Revival sovle in E=iskiwith
trademarx cambral rogs, such as the Scusse (E£E204) eon
Cid Wake FTorsst Road. Ancther bric -3 tne hcuss at
119F Merdscaz Drive (#128), Frame nciungs the Hell
Esst== Eouse (#l34) z2lso on Mordeczi -z k== snec-z-zei
germsTs 2o a full-fzcsde f-cohic porsh oy sguira ZosTE
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Tuder Reviwal is another peowular stvle in the &i
There are goocd examples of this romantic stvle renﬂer
(#s 792, 98, 103 and 147), stone {(#=s 111 an
[#lT72)1. The stone Tudor Revival-stvle houo
(#111) 1is nicaly details ' ri
gable rocf, and heavy ol
The Gazles Mctaor Lodge

stvle located on 0ld W
built ia the lat= 182
sedvantace of the incres==
was then known azs U.S. 1
Jeonnson continued to oge
building now has & twe-32
operaticon as & moter log
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There 15 also one exampls of the Italizn Rensissan
stvlie in the Thempson Eouss [(#186). Thisg o. 1220 blaoné
heouse occuples & prominent corner con 0Old Wake Forsst Roa
The two-story center plock is flanksd by one-story wings
intzct house retains the Doric cclumhu, nine-gver-aine and
six-over-six windows, znd carved wooden brackets in the wide
cverhanging eaves,

Mere commeonly found in rural sstitings, thers zre two
neighboring frame I-hcuses on busy 0ld Waks Forest Rocad (#s
184 and 185). Each int=zct gable-rocied thrze-bzay wide houss
has an attached, hip-rgofed full-width perci carried by Doric

slamns,

There are a few little-altsrsd, good exampls sguars
stvle houses in the district on Mordecai Drive (# 1707,
The Islay House displavs the stiyle's characzizristic 1
form and hip roof. Eoith houses ars coveara:d with ! ards
znd have multi-pane sasa windows. An intsrsstine m of
the Foursoguars Is the intTtsct brick duplex built 3 &3 35,
Iz rezzins the original parrsc six-cver-six windows Wizth stone
Sl 115,

The most commefl houde type ia tihe distzict is the Crafcsman-
gtle zuncalow. Thers zrz numersus cood, enidltersd exzmplses
€3 thnls natiohaily populsr sivia, renderad in brick, Iz-=n
end stuccs. Severzl recraszsntztive small boich 1
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found on Courtland Drive including the hous= =zt 1403 (#21).

It has a hip rocf with hip-rocfed dormers, original
thres-over-one windews and sawn siningles in the gzble ends.
The porch; carried by sguars wood posts set on brick pliaths,
is typlcal 4 commonly ssen varlat;on is a porch that extends
Lo encampass & porte-cochere (#3%)., The houses at 1313 Courtland
{#34) i= eones of ssveral that bave = dlSLlﬂCt;UE bBungslow porch
with lsrge, cutsized stuccsed posts ==t on brick clinth=s, 2an
unusdal frame bungalcw on Courtland (#78) displavs a sszond
levz2l glesping porch on the main slevaticn, unzltsr=g
two-story stucco cover=4 buncalew is loczt=d 12108 Me=deis?
Drive: (#117). The house at 1287 QlE Wake Fo z2¢ i=2058)
ie a fine example of & classic, bDrick, gatls nT Sunczoow.
It hzs wicde ezves and knee braces ané & welcominc freons oorch
framed by z wide =rch and held by brick ezlumns., oLther intacc
reDressnTaTtive examples incluce #s &%, l4°, Z0Z &anc 2zZi.

The Cape Cod stvle was pooular built in orics as welil as
frame., Ons of the best examplas is the house at 1315 ¥ordecs:i
Drive [(#107), & classic frams Cap=2 Cod built sbout 1838, with
steeply pitched catblz-zide roci, six-over-six windows znd &
side porch. ther relatively unalisr-ed exampliss izclucs #s
T3, 8d, A0, 13p and 153,

Construction largely cesszad during the yesrs of World War
IT, but ccmmenced again in 1325-48 utilizing & stvlis Vizsinis
and Lee Mcilester have tarmed "Minimazl Traditignal." Thass
nousss generally have smaller floocr areas, & diminishes scals,
an abhsence cof roof eaves, anc fzcads chimnevs ané cables. Two
good examples ars foundé at 301 and 209 Toplar sSt. (Fs 224 and
225). They, along with later ranch housses (inclucding #z 140
and 163}, fill out the districtcs housing stock., Modern
apartments were built in the 1870s and 1980s cn scme of the
ramaining lotes (73 23-25, for instsnce.) The newest cénssSruction
in the discrict 1s the houwsa a2t 1427 Merdecs: Cr. (=88]
constroctsd in 1891, It is guite compatible: fn sosle g08
materizls with the surraoundinc Historis buildines,
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23lc. N Badger- ;*5“511 law Gffige ©. 1810

2314. N St. Mark's Episcopzl Church c. 1847

Z3le. N HKitchen kitchen 1842

231f., M Garden

231g, W Storehcussa

231k, M frame double-dgor bldg. (possible plantsticn ofiics)
Cznterpiece of the neighborhood named for it, the Merdsoal

Bistoric Park consists of the plantation heouss, a two-stszy

frame vernacular farm house expanded in 1824 by architsct Wi

Nichols in the fzshicnzkle Greek Reviwval styla, anc varicu

other small buildings, koth original and releocated to tle

The Mordecai House 1s adaptively ussd 3= 2 houss mussuam &n

center for historiczl activities. The park caontains 2 wvar

ef hiscoraie buildinqs, movad to the sits from various locst

Of particular interest is the Andrew Johnscn pirthplacs, =

gambrel-rocfed former tavern kitchen building with massivs

Szublae-shoulder chimney; the recrsated kitchen garden;

Badger-Tredell Law Dffice, a frame law office useé by G

E. Badger, Judge, US Senator and Secrstary of the Navw,

was later used by James Irsdell, z2lso 2 Judgs, Ssnztor

Governor: and St. Mark's Chapel, 2 small frame churcia W

steeple cn the main elsvaticon. The historic Merdecai E

was once the ssat cof one of the lazrgest plantations in

County. Taaa} several Raleigh neighborhoods; inclucding

Mordecai Historic Districut, Historic Qakwood and Haves-

zras located on former Mordecai land,

1

( for further information, ss= WE nominatlon "Merdeczi Fistoric
Park" and extensive working files about the c¢reation o the
park, found at the Survey & Planning Qffice, Diwvisien of Zrcaives
and History, Raleighj.

1

233, wL

233, Landscaped waffic median



