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The Merdecai Place Eiscoric Bistrict is loezall
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developoment, and under Criterion C far significanc
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ins numerous cthar
former plantaticns that cirgled
first stage of develcpment gstfss from 1318, and was
lznd scuth of the Mordecs: Ecuse by Clauce Denson
subdivided buildinc lots The majcr scage o deve
lzunichad north of the house in 1822 by lecal rszl e
devalorars Dan anc Frank Allsn who crtioned scome elchzy
zcreg cf land from Miss Marths Mcrdecsi subject to & czrsfully-
cefined purchase acgreement. Among Miss Mcrgdecai’s stiguiaziecns
were that the acreage be subdivided and platted withiz sixcy days
cf the purchase agresmenc; that the nsighoorhocd name rsflisct its
Mordecai Plantaticn rocts; that Mordesczi Avenus be exzsndad: and
that sne receive & total of $8%,000 within thres vesrs of the
purchase date. The neignborhocd plat was recorded Sepremper 11,
1922, and the smzall lots on the modified-grid-stresrs wers
cuickiy filled with a varisty ¢f houses that reflssctsd tha
pocular residentcial building styvles cf the day, Togeilsr Witk 2
fazw examglaes of arghitect-designed houses. The sclid Cclenial
Revival-style heouses scuth cf the Mcriecal House wers desicnss by
es £. Saltsr; whils the imgosing Nes-Clzazssiczl Revivrsl Souss
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site [Mordecazi NR nomination]. The Mordecail family nlaved a
prominent role in the development of the city of Raleigh, and
wers particularly noted in the legzl praofession. Located just
ncrtheast of downtown Raleigh, which was surveyed and planned
in 1792 as the stats capital, the acreage arcund thes Mcrdecsl
Tlaqtatior remained farm land until the late nindtsenth cantury,

amily members lived in the plantation house cn steadily
ﬂ*m1ﬁ15nirg acrzage until 19270, when the house and the ressidusl
surrounding city block were =:lﬂ to the ecity . of Ralaich for
use gs 8= h::::r;:al park [Mordecasl Ecuss s ils, Sucvey
end Planning Branch, State Historic Press Ericel,

The death ofi Henry MMordecai in 1875 led t4& a2 gertitionins

of the familv's wast acreage and the su bsaqueqL development
of severzl of Razleigh's earliest ezst side suburban
neighbornoods. QOszskwood (NR; 1%74), located northeszsst of the
1782 citw limi:s, was lazid put on an orThogonzl grig that
CﬂntlnLEﬂ the original city plan. The small urban locts wers
cuickly f£illed with popular Victorizn-srz styles occupiec by
white, middle-clzsz professionzals and tradesmen. South Fack,
Battery Heights, and Collece Park were likewise continuations

£ the ecriginal city grid anc denssly developed to houss Zfriecs
American tradesmen. As stresicar routss expanded into north
and west Raleicgh, suburbs wers develcped on land that haé been
the antebellum plantaticn lancs o other prominent Raleign
families, and on the arounds of the Nerth Caxrelina Stats Fair.
These nelighborhoods included Glenwood and Bovlan Heichts,
davelaped in 1907; Cameron Psrk, plsattsed in 1%14; Eaves-Barton
begun in 1%27; 4;1'1f:I Roancke Fark and Mordecai, both initiatad
in l822 [“r‘v Tweatieth-Cantury Suburbs in North Czrolinsz;
Waxe County Plat Maps 1920, p. 110 and Wake County [Deed Book

427, pp. S551-534].,

The szrlisst develorment nesr the ez2rly ninetss
Mcrdecal w»lantation housse occourrsd in 18%4 when Will
James Williamson purchased land aciacent to tae newl
Sezboard Alr Line Rallroad trsck corridor that ran i

northeastsrly dirsction about one-guartsr mils te the ner
cf the house. The Williamsons constructad the Pilot Mill
located 2 few blocks west of the Mordecazi Houssa and just
blocks north of the Raleich citv limits that had been exg
g&iz=r =n an I8 was prive for i=de
L2 beczlse porracion ind the

zvailapiliz 11 villags eracczd ac
=nd west of SEC Tracks ingludzd I
targrour 3 Eap ;
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was conducted until 1624, when a brick school building was

constructad [Ress, "Raleigh Architectural Survey: Final Report"].

The mill heousing was r=zed in 1981, but the milil, the . 1817

church (#2) and schcocol (#l) survive on the westerm edge of the

district on Nerth Blount Street.

In 19215 the Mcrdecai Curtilage was mapped and recoréed

in the Waks County Register of Deegs Qffice [1915 Maps, p. 45).

With the homestzzd ané cutbuildings defined and protected, Marthas
-

(Patty) Mordecai began selling substantial tracts of the farml

which gtill surrounded the fam:ly hcome. In 1916 she sold a
D-shapesd tract south of the heouse bounded by Ne. Blount Street,

betwean E. Franklin and Pine strests to Clsude Denson. Hs

developed houses on &t least seven of the lotz [Wake County
Deed EBcocck 307, p. 141]. Three substantial brick housas Ifzom
that development survive (#s 129, 130 and 131! on Mordecs: Stra=t
and now anchor the southern sdge of the historic distriex.
In april, 1817 she salc the Pilot Baptist Church trustess a
lot on Nc. Bleunt Strest, It is nobt c¢lesr whether this building
replaced an earlier zhurch associsted with the Pilet Mills.

In 1822 local rezl estats developers Dan and Frank illen
incorperated Mordec Place, Inc. and purchassd BB.6 acrss ncrin

ixchH 1ot

21
of the Mordecai Housa. This purchase exempted the chu
and zlmest all of the lots alonc the west side of Weke
RcaC between Poplar and Sycamore strests, and some alonc Einton
Street (now known as Courtland), presumably because they wsrs
already solé or reserved. Most of these wers single or dsukble
lots, but M.7T. Doertch had purchassd twenty-four lots and Mrs,
E.H. Nowell had beougnt five lots. [Weke Countyv Deed Bock 427,
po. 551-5354].

The purchass contract specifised that the Allens wers to
-

have the property subdivided and platted within sixty davs and
nat Martha Mordecz: was to receive 585,000 for the tract in
installments €due in totzl within three years. It alsc stecifies
that the neighbornocd "be namec 'Mcrdecai Flace' or in scnme
other way that will perpetuats the name 'Meordecai', and Mordecail
Averue shall be ex:tended. . . .a2nd such axtsnsicn be named
'Mordecai Avenue'" [Waka Co. Deed 3ook 427, p. 531-354]. It
gces on T2 fy that none 0f the lots excspt those kerdsrinc
the rzilrpa 12 be sclé fer factery or incdustrial, stors,
ar heospital enicarium use. The contract glso ssts zside
sbedt eight cr=s beunded on the ezst bv 2lount Strasz.,
glerz ths r v, To ke scli fcr the "ocouzancy by Nec-les
c¥ bv £ackEn MOUWLIES this lenc & detziled decumens,
Mzrtha Mord shaped the sibgiv tha Allens weuld
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Mords S rnzme Eill
Desd Indexs=s and all of
1g abcu* how ner family zcr
in a prohibiticn agzinst Heg
iction of tne time.
Daniel allen's gkituary in
Rzlsigh News and (Observer records that
rezl estacte dezler" and called him ths
soul of the realty business in the capits
mgrs money, pald more taxes, extended mors
gnd constructed more handsome housss than
n the capital., He never lost
going wild over fictitious wealth in New
111&ﬁ was a native cof Ralsigh =
______ na State University, whers 2 czmpus
"He put hundrsds of thousands into
Mordecai Helghts, Fairmont and ¢ther
than anv man in Raleigh he is responsikble
the capital. [Raleigh Hews and Ob srvar
The newspaper c¢bituary continues sayilng
but Mr. Allen lost no slssp gver it.
nerth, ezst, west and scuth, Mr, 2llexn
intsrigr walting for the comsback of g
ta the Editor of ths News anﬁ Ohsar on
anniversary of the passing "eof one of q;l:
citizens" notes that he was rssponsihble
l_ncmg“ﬂ skvscrapers including the Ra-ild“
Lawvers' Building [Raleigh News and Obsexr
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